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 Town of Middlebury Design Advisory Committee (DAC) 
Minutes of January 13, 2017 

Approved as Amended, February 3, 2017 
 

 Members Present: Natalie Peters, Glenn Andres, Jim Pulver, Chris Zeoli 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present:   Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: Ashar Nelson, Glenn Lower, Jared Moats 

 
1. Call to Order:  Glenn called the meeting to order at 12:15pm. 

 
2. Minutes 

On a Motion by Glenn, seconded by Jim, the DAC voted to approve the minutes of 7/6/16.  
Motion passed, 3-1, with Chris Zeoli abstaining. 
 

3. 5 Methodist Lane – Jennifer A. Bates 

Jared Moats with Structural Energy Corporation presented the historic home renovation 
project on behalf of applicant Jennifer A. Bates. Mr. Moats gave an overview of several 
changes to the interior and exterior of the house, which include reconfiguring floor plans, 
adding insulation, replacing exterior siding, adding new windows, enclosing the front porch 
and adding a back porch. Chris asked Mr. Moats if the air vent for the attic would be 
removed, and Mr. Moats said that it would.  Glenn inquired into the types of windows that 
would be replacing the old windows. Mr. Moats indicated that they would be fiber glass 
windows and would keep the shape and style of the old windows. 

Natalie asked to hear more about the work on the roof. Mr. Moats stated that there will be 
some structural work on the roof, but that the pitch would remain the same. Victor asked if 
the siding would be replaced with siding of a similar color. Mr. Moats said they were not sure 
and asked the DAC for input. Glenn stated that most colors should be fine as long as they do 
not use any shocking colors, such as orange or purple. The DAC felt that the applicant is taking 
a problematic house and is making it better. 

4. Middlebury Natural Foods Cooperative –  1-9 Washington Avenue   

Glenn Lower, General Manager of the Middlebury Natural Foods Cooperative (MNFC), and 
Ashar Nelson with Vermont Integrated Architecture, presented changes to the landscaping 
plan. The previous plan had a small tree and shrubs near the main entrance. Instead, the 
MNFC wants to keep that area with grass so they can set up tents and host small events. 
Glenn Andres said that the grass is still an improvement over the current blacktop. Mr. Nelson 
stated that another change is by the café entrance. The MNFC no longer wants that to be a 
customer entrance. Currently, the area is landscaped and used as a picnic area, and the MNFC 
wants to keep it that way. Jim asked if the new drain line in the picnic area would affect 
drainage and Mr. Nelson replied that it would not. Natalie asked if the tree by the café 
entrance would stay and Mr. Nelson responded that it would. Glenn Andres asked if the 
planting bed against the building would remain, and Mr. Nelson said that it would. 

Mr. Lower stated that there would still be a door to the café, but that they just want to 
discourage customers from using that entrance. Mr. Nelson said that the café would only be 
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accessible from the inside. Chris stated that by keeping the café entrance area as is, the 
MNFC would be gaining overall greenspace compared to the previous landscaping plan.  Jim 
asked if it would be possible to move the drainage grate away from the downspout to slow 
the water flow and encourage infiltration into the soil rather than accelerating the water flow 
into the town’s storm water system. Mr. Nelson said it’s possible and that it would be less 
costly. Mr. Nelson indicated that the curb along the main entrance to the parking lot will be 
moving in about 18 inches. Chris said that if they run into the roots of the honey locust while 
moving back the curb, they should take care to cut the roots off cleanly in order not to 
damage it. 

 
5. Adjournment:    

Meeting adjourned at 12:55pm 

 
Minutes Submitted by Victor Sinadinoski 
 
  


